
Huntingdon Borough Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 

 

The Water & Sewer Committee Meeting was called to order at 3:30 PM by Council James Bair Jr. 

Committee member present Terry Green. 

Members present were Councilman David Quarry, Councilman Robert Jackson, Engineer Ann Reynolds, 

911 Director Chris Stevens, Borough Manager Daniel Varner, Borough Secretary Richard King, 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor Roger Shaffer and Water Treatment Plant Supervisor Steve 

Williams. 

Guest present were Dean Harris and Mark Wagner from HRG. 

James Bair recognized the guest present and asked for their comments. 

Dean Harris had nothing to talk about at this time. 

Mark Wagner from HRG had passed out packets on the 4th Street Project and reported on the project. 

 The Highway Occupancy Permit Plans have been submitted to PennDot. 

 PennDot has designated their ADA Ramp Plans on 4th and Penn Street to be done by Current 

State Ramps. 

 The inlet is going to be moved away from the corner of 4th and Penn Street to help with the 

drainage problem. 

 PennDot has requested a pedestrian detour be on the plans. 

 The detour plans will be in effect from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and will be using Alleghany Street 

and Washington Street. 

 The time frame at 4th and Penn Street will be approximately a week. 

 The erosion and sedimentation control plans are done in work segments and this has been 

submitted. 

Sean Steeg arrived at 3:44 PM. 

 Sidewalks and Driveways were discussed and Mark said that he would need right of entry 

agreements for properties that they would need to go on. 

 The Surveyors Hess & Fisher will be done next week.  This was due to the weather stopping them 

from doing their work. 

 Have contacted Verizon and their underground duct banks, there are manholes that only Verizon 

could open.  Verizon was in and opened this for them and the duct banks are a lot deeper and this 

has a lot to do with the Storm Sewer replacement.  Mark said that this is going to cost a lot more 

money and this will impact the schedule.  You will need to go lower with piping about 3 ½ feet 

and then from Penn to Alleghany Street you would need to increase the size of the piping. 

 The Office Manager from HRG has put the project on hold.  Mark said that we would have to do 

a Change Order to redo the plans if we wanted to proceed with the project. 

 Mark said that there needs to be a discussion between Jeff (HRG) and Dan on discussing the 

redoing of the plans. 



 Dan told Mark to talk to Jeff and have him give us a price on what needs done to redo the plans 

and he will contact him next week. 

 UGI Gas Company wants to go over all of this at a meeting. 

 Dan Varner said that we will need to schedule a Public Meeting and notify everyone on 4th Street. 

 The Power Company has a duct bank for Monarch Cleaners and Mutual Benefit. 

Mark Wagner left at 4:15 PM. 

Chairman Sean Steeg then proceeded to the Water Treatment Plant Supervisors report. 

Steve Williams asked if there were any questions on his report and highlighted some of his report. 

 Met with Ann Reynolds from GHD and Steve and Ann called New York on changes to the 

SCADA system and talked about the Chapter 109 and about the alarms not working properly. 

 Dan Varner asked Steve if he received quotes on the Westminister pumping Station pumps.  

Steve said that the pumps are obsolete but you can still get some parts and that they have better 

pumps capable of putting more pressure out and not water.  Dan said to get quotes on repairing 

and upgrading of the pumps and bring back to the committee. 

 Dan Varner said that he has been trying to contact GHD Pete Lusardi to talk about Seaquest 

Chemical that he has heard about.  Dan said that this would be a permit modification and this 

reduce the amount of caustic, it helps over time cleaning out the pipes by removing hardness, it 

helps with Fluoride and you use less Chlorine and you get a better residual.   Dan wants to do 

some more research on this and maybe start using Seaquest. 

 Sean Steeg asked how long before it takes to be worthwhile and is this going to help with the 

dead ends. 

Chairman Sean Steeg then proceeded to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisors report. 

Roger Shaffer asked if there were any questions on his report and highlighted some of his report. 

 Presented the 2018 Annual Bio-Solids Report that was submitted to DEP. 

 Presented the 2018 Pretreatment Report that was submitted to EPA. 

 Presented the Pennsylvania Tier II Emergency and Hazardous Chemical Inventory Report. 

 Presented the Biosolids Annual Report. 

 Ann Reynolds is working on the Chapter 94 report. 

 Maggie from EPA had some questions on the Local Limits and said that Judy Musselman is 

working on this. 

 Had a meeting with Kevin Nester and Brentwood on the next Trickling Filter and things were 

looking good.  Roger said that Heisey was right on what Brentwood had done.  Dan Varner said 

that you can look for a $40,000.00 to $50,000.00 increase from Brentwood this year. 

 Has met with K&L Plating and took samples of water and will be having a meeting next week.  

Dan Varner discussed the EDU’s and that we need to be diligent and have the right pretreatment 

in place.  Dan said that right now we are producing a Class A Sludge and in one incident it could 

jeopardize our permit.  Dan said that there needs to be a reason on why they are moving their 

lines here.  Dan said that we need a sampling port that we are happy with. 

 Dan Varner spoke on the EDU’s and this comes off of the Debt Service. 

George Drobnock arrived at 4:45 PM. 

 James Bair asked about the Trickling Filter that was just completed and how it was doing. 



Roger said that it is up and running and it is not full of bugs yet.  He said they have been taking 

samples. 

 

Mel Woomer arrived at 4:47 PM. 

 

 Roger said that the computers are up and running and at first there were some minor issues. 

Chairman Sean Steeg then proceeded to the Engineers report. 

 Ann Reynolds commented on the Local Limits. 

 Reported that GHD has received Penn Townships Chapter 94 report and that the Chapter 94 is 

due March 31st. 

 Spoke on the SCADA, Telemetry, and taking care of Chapter 109. 

 Have received the permit for the Bulk Water Tank and the Dog Park and the Permit expires in 

2024. 

 Spoke on the Chlorine Residual Compliance. 

 Spoke on the long term enhancement plan 

 Spoke on the reporting, alarms and when the alarms should shut down the plant. 

 Reported that she has a clearance report from PennDot on the Petersburg Pike project that needs 

signed. 

Dan Varner reported that he has received a call from Joe Thompson and that the Governor of 

Pennsylvania was coming in on Wednesday and wanted to know if they could use the Council Room for a 

press conference to discuss infrastructure problems like Muddy Run. 

Dan Varner said that all Elected Officials are welcome to attend and that the President of Council or the 

Mayor should welcome him.  Dan said that when he receives anything on this that he will send out an 

email to this effect. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM. 

Minutes Submitted by, 

Richard S. King 

Richard S. King 

Borough Secretary 

 


