Huntingdon Borough Administrative Committee Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Administrative Committee meeting was held in the Borough Conference Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, April 1, 2025.
The members present were President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilwoman DeeDee Brown, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Code Enforcement Officer James Morris, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
There were no guest present for this meeting.
Chairman James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder said he had nothing to report.
Chairman James Bair called on the Borough Solicitor’s report.
Richard Wilson spoke on the 1229 Warm Springs Avenue property being a dangerous structure.
Richard Wilson said that James Morris had sent letters out and there are two LLC owners out of New York.
Richard Wilson said we can send them a formal letter, certified mail and if they do not respond, then council can have a dangerous structure hearing.
Richard Wilson said that Penn Highlands and the Department of Health have given their consent, but the Department of Health will not give anything in writing.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell asked if they do not reply is this given consent to tear the building down.
Richard Wilson said that we need the green light from the owners and submit the plans.
Richard Wilson said they are refusing to communicate with the borough, and we can place a lien against them.
Richard Wilson said that the LLC Attorneys have been copied on all emails.
President James Bair said to send them a certified letter, given them 15 days to respond, then penalties will be added, and we can schedule a hearing.
Chairman James Bair called on the Borough Mangers report.
Chris Stevens said that Andy Lynn, Dalton Dick, Kent Moyer and Dylan McClellan have completed their test and are waiting on their grade.
Chairman James Bair called on old business.
Chairman James Bair asked if everyone had a chance to look over the qualifications for the Assistant Borough Manager.
Chairman James Bair said he would like to advertise this in several places, PA State Association of Borough’s Magazine, Indeed, and LinkedIn
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said you can do this online.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said what happens if Chris Stevens retires and we don’t want this person.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that he can be left go, that he is there for the satisfaction of council.
Councilwoman DeeDee Brown said about advertising in the local newspapers.
Vice-President David Fortson said to advertise it in State College, Altoona, and Lewistown newspaper.
Chairman James Bair said it will cost $150 to advertise in the PA State Association of Borough’s magazine.
Councilman Robert Jackson said you can send it to the Chamber of Commerce, and they can email to everyone for $50.00.
Chairman James Bair asked about the bathrooms at Portstown Park.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said you can open them anytime.  Chris said that he is getting 3 quotes for the camera system to be placed at Portstown Park, Dog Park, and Weaver park.
Borough Manager said the Amphitheater Restrooms will be kept closed unless there are events happening.
Chairman James Bair called on new business.
Councilman Terry Green spoke on the Blair property and said they need to come here to talk about what they are going to do with this and give an offer.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that this property was the main reason for a Strategic Business Plan
Code Enforcement Officer James Morris said this person couldn’t reveal the reason for wanting this property.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said that we will need engineering drawing.
Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson said if you sell to the public, you will need to bid this out.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens asked what is the timeline to fix the building there.
Code Enforcement Officer James Morris said that he did his sidewalks, will be doing the windows and fixing the exterior of the building.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that Andy Glitzer is no longer with GHD, and he talked to one of the principal owners and they told him it is better for Andy to tell him.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that we should do an RFP for engineering and do it on a grading process.
Councilman Terry Green said that GHD has all our drawings, and we will need to get them back.
Executive Session was not called for.
After no further business, the Administrative Committee meeting was adjourned at 6:08 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S King
Borough Secretary
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