Huntingdon Borough Council Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Council meeting was held in the Borough Council Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, August 19, 2025.
The guest present were Mike Smith, Gary Cramer, Betty Quarry, David Quarry, and Connor Jackson.
President James Bair called the Huntingdon Borough Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Mayor Thomas Yoder gave the invocation.
President James Bair presented the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken and the following were present, President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilman David Wessels, Councilwoman DeeDee Brown, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Manager Chris Stevens, and Borough Secretary Richard King.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then presented the Sharen L. Gutshall Outstanding Citizen of the Month Award for August 2025 to DeeDee Brown and Perry Keller.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that DeeDee and Perry plant and maintain the Gateway Garden near the entrance to Portstown Park.  Thomas said they weed, mulch and they make this entrance to the Borough beautiful each and every year.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that in addition to this, they also weed, mulch, and plant in different areas of downtown.  Thomas said it doesn’t seem to matter how hot it is, you can always count on them to be working for the beautification of Huntingdon.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that DeeDee has served as Borough Mayor and is currently serving on Borough Council.  Thomas said DeeDee has served on different boards in the community, including the Huntingdon County Chamber of Commerce and the Salvation Army Board.  Thomas said when help is needed for a project, you can always count on DeeDee.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that it’s people like DeeDee and Perry who are making a difference in our community.  Thomas said thank you both for all you do, and you make us Huntingdon proud.
President James Bair recognized the guest present and asked for their comments.
Mike Smith was there to talk about the curb painting and that the side streets never get done.
Mike Smith said that the inlets in the alley ways are not being cleaned, and water had backed up into his yard and basement.
Mike Smith said that he has called the police department on cars parking where the curb is painted yellow and he has pictures of this to show.
President James Bair said we will now review and act on the minutes of the following meetings:
· Borough Council Meeting – July 15, 2025
· Special Borough Council Meeting – July 29, 2025
· Maintenance Committee Meeting – August 5, 2025
· Water & Sewer Committee Meeting – August 5, 2025
· Community Development Committee Meeting – August 5, 2025
· Public Safety Committee Meeting – August 5, 2025
· Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee Meeting – August 5, 2025
· Administrative Committee Meeting – August 5, 2025
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve the above minutes and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair said we will now approve the payment of the August 2025 bills.
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to approve the payment of the August 2025 bills and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair said we will now approve the July 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts.
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve the July 2025 Financial Statements and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the committee reports.
President James Bair called on the Maintenance Committee report.
Chairman Terry Green reported that the Maintenance Committee recommends a motion to remove Owen Garlock from Probationary Status and to make him a full-time employee.
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to remove Owen Garlock from Probationary Status and to make him a full-time employee and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Terry Green reported the Maintenance Committee recommends a motion to purchase a 2025 Mini Excavator ($70,311), trading in the 2005 Mini Excavator ($18,000), leaving a balance of $52,311, and payments coming out of the Water & Sewer accounts.
A motion was made by Councilman Robert Jackson to purchase the 2025 Mini Excavator ($70,311), trading in the 2005 Mini Excavator ($18,000), leaving a balance of $52,311, and payments coming out of the Water & Sewer accounts and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Terry Green reported the Maintenance Committee recommends a motion to approve the payment #4 to WSL, Inc., for the Amphitheater Restroom Project in the amount of $86,946.72.
Councilman David Wessels asked if this was the final payment.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said no.
A motion was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown to approve the payment #4 to WSL, Inc., for the Amphitheater Restroom Project in the amount of $86,946.72 and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the Water & Sewer Committee report.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to sign the service contract with IXOM, for the mixers and tanks of $14,000.
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to sign the service contract with IXOM, for the mixers and tanks of $14,000 and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to sign the service contract with HACH at a cost of $28,414.
A motion was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown to sign the service contract with HACH at a cost of $28,414 and second was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-09 Adopting the Local Limits of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell to approve Resolution No. 2025-09 Adopting the Local Limits of the Wastewater Treatment Plant and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson said we will be purchasing a generator and installing it at the Highlands Pumping Station.  Robert said this will be for safety when the power goes out, that it does not back up.
President James Bair called on the Community Development Committee report.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said she had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Public Safety Committee report.
Chairwoman DeeDee Brown said she had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee report.
Chairman David Fortson thanks the Maintenance Department for fixing the swings, cleaning up and mulching at Weaver Park.
Councilman Robert Jackson asked if we had any more graffiti at the skate park.
Chairman David Fortson said no that the kids were very upset, and they said they would take care of it.
President James Bair called on the Administrative Committee report.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the 2026 MMO for the Police Pension Plan.
A motion was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown to approve the 2026 MMO for the Police Pension Plan and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Executive Session was not called for.
President James Bair called on old business.
There was nothing reported under old business.
President James Bair called on new business.
There was nothing reported under new business.
President James Bair called on the President’s report.
James Bair thanked all of the employees for what they are doing.
James Bair said you might have some questions on why things are not getting done, but there are a lot of projects that are getting done and saving the taxpayers a lot of money.
James Bair said that the Storm Sewer problem on Mifflin Street, these employees probably saved around $50,000.
James Bair said that the project off of Moore Street going to Warm Springs replacing the water and sewer lines is saving a lot of money.
James Bair said that if we had to get contractors to come in and do the jobs, that this would cost a lot more.
James Bair said that he can’t thank enough the Police Department, Ambulance Division and Fire Companies for the job they are doing to make this community safe.
President James Bair called on the Chief of Police report.
Charles Streightiff reported that you will see an increase in traffic with school starting and Juniata College starting.
Charles Streightiff said to pay extra attention to where the kids are picked up by buses.
Charles Streightiff said that he would like to acknowledge his officers for what they are doing and for making our community safe.
President James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder reported the improvements to the police department’s webpages are now complete.  Thomas said there is so much valuable information for the public.  Thomas said to be sure to take some time to explore this great resource.
Thomas Yoder reported the 7th Street Parking Lot is still scheduled to be paved, which should be completed this fall.
Thomas Yoder reported that Christa McGeary and he had met with Lissy Kinder, the new marketing director at the Huntingdon County Visitor’s Bureau, to discuss marketing and promotional strategies for the Borough in 2026.
Thomas Yoder reported that National Night Out was a great success thanks to the planning and leadership of Chief Streightiff.  Thomas said this event was well attended and a perfect way for kids to interact with police and other emergency service personnel and equipment.
Thomas Yoder said what an incredible day it was downtown on Saturday!  Thomas said we hope everyone had the best time celebrating the end of summer at the Back to School Bash-tastic!  Thomas said and of course, a big thank you goes out to our events coordinator, Christa McGeary, and to the volunteers and vendors who made this event possible.
President James Bair called on the Borough Manager’s report.
Chris Stevens said he had nothing to report.
After no further business, the Borough Council meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM.
Minutes submitted by,



Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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