Huntingdon Borough Administrative Committee Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Administrative Committee meeting was held in the Borough Conference Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, September 2, 2025.
Members present were President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman David Wessels, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
The guest present was John Barrera.
Chairman James Bair called the Administrative Committee meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Chairman James Bair recognized the guest present and asked for his comments.
John Barrera said he was a senior at Juniata College and had seen on the website about the meetings and he came just to see what these were about and to learn.
Chairman James Bair said the committee meetings are always on the first Tuesday of every month and there are 6 meetings, and the first one starts at 2:00 PM.  James said the Borough Council meeting is on the third Tuesday at 7:00 PM.  James said that anyone is welcome to attend these meetings.
Chairman James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder said that he will not be at the Borough Council meeting this month.  Thomas said in his 16 years of service, this will be the first meeting missed.
Thomas Yoder said that the Rotary had asked him to come to their meeting to speak on Huntingdon Borough projects.  Thomas then handed out the projects to the committee.
Thomas Yoder said that Solicitor Richard Wilson will speak on the No Parking Ordinance and would recommend that this gets passed.
The committee recommended that if passed, that we give the residents a couple of weeks of not being ticketed.
Chairman James Bair called on the Borough Solicitor’s report.
Richard Wilson reported that you will be voting on an ordinance amending Chapter 15, Section 15-915 of the Code to amend hours that on-street parking is prohibited.  Richard said this was already advertised and you will be voting on this at the Borough Council meeting.
Richard Wilson reported that an initial draft for the Huntingdon Borough Economic Development Ordinance was emailed to all and asked if everyone looked over it.  
Richard Wilson said that he has had a lot of responses.
The committee agreed with the initial draft ordinance.
Richard Wilson said that every year, there is talk of hazardous structures and this is in the budget.  Richard said this is the greatest thing for property values.
Richard Wilson said that all he would need is a report from the Code Enforcement Officer, then he would set up a Hazardous Structure Hearing.
Councilman Terry Green said there is one up by the hospital.
Chairman James Bair said this is the property on 14th Street going to the hospital.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said if we don’t get the grant for the property behind Bryan Park, that this would be one.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said if a person makes it on Borough Council, then he would have to abstain.
Richard Wilson said it is good to bring this up under new business.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said there is one in an alley that is currently being paved and asked if we should start there.
Councilman David Wessels said we need to look at the greatest risk and hazard.
Chairman James Bair said to direct the Code Enforcement Officer to condemn the property and send his report to Solicitor Wilson, then he can start the Hazardous Structure Hearing.
Richard Wilson said that you can have this hearing one hour before the Borough Council meeting.
Chairman James Bair called on the Borough Managers report.
Chris Stevens said last month you approved the 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Police Pension Plan and now you will need to approve the 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Non-Uniform Pension Plan.
The Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Non-Uniform Pension Plan.
Chris Stevens said we have received 7 RFPs from Engineering Firms, and you can open these.  Chris said that you need to commit to review these RFPs.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell asked if there could be price sheets made up for them to grade.
Councilman Terry Green said if GHD does not get this, then you need to get all the plans and records back from them.
Chairman James Bair said the committee to review these will be himself, Terry Green, David Wessels, Chris Stevens and Richard King.
Chairman James Bair called on old business.
Chairman James Bair said that Solicitor Richard Wilson had drawn up an initial Draft of the Economic Development Commission Ordinance and asked if there are any questions on what we want in this.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said that you would probably want the commission involved in the interview process for the Mainstreet Managers position.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said to take what Rich Wilson had drawn up and take a trip to Bedford to see how their Mainstreet Manager is doing there.
Chairman James Bair said to set up a meeting, and two members go to Bedford.
Chairman James Bair called on new business.
There was nothing reported under new business.
Executive Session was not called for.
After no further business, the Administrative Committee meeting was adjourned at 6:02 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King
Borough Secretary 
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