Huntingdon Borough Community Development Committee Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Community Development Committee meeting was held in the Borough Conference Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, September 2, 2025.
Members present were President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Engineer Qian Zhang, Code Enforcement Officer James Morris (3:53 PM), Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
The guest present were Jennifer Clark, Gary Cramer and Luis Nunez.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called the Community Development Committee meeting to order at 3:30 PM.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell recognized the guest present and asked for their comments.
There were no comments made.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Grants Administrator’s report.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said we still have not heard on the grant to purchase the house behind Bryan Park.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Borough Manager’s report.
Chris Stevens said the engineers had the CDBG 7th Street Parking Lot to be over $300,000 and the bid came in around $97,000.
Chris Stevens spoke on the 2023 and 2024 CDBG money and mentioned moving the 2023 money to the lighting at Detwiler Field.  Chris said there will be around $90,000 that you will need to look for projects.  Chris said you will need to schedule a public hearing for this.
Chris Stevens reported the Wine Down Weekend went very well and had a profit of $10,195.
Chris Stevens said that with all of the events, we have about $40,000 in the account.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the GHD presentation on the Strategic Business Plan.
Qian Zhang and Luis Nunez presented their presentations on the screen.
The presentation was given on subject matters, identifying gaps, downtown strategy, Mainstreet Manager, Zoning up to date, subdivision land development, technical and safety, institutional structures, planning commission, active transportation, how CDBG money been spent, prioritize and prepare.
Qian Zhang mentioned the downtown zoning.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the zoning maps are the biggest project that needs updated.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the State Borough’s Association could help.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the downtown area is commercial on first floor, so you can have apartments above that.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said to wait for the strategic plan then go to planning.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the goal is to attract businesses.
Qian Zhang said we need to identify gaps.
Qian Zhang said we need to have regular meetings.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said this will be placed on next month’s agenda.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said that we need to decide if we are going to have a Mainstreet Manager or not.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that he brought this to the commissioners and is waiting to hear back from them if they are willing to contribute.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the grant will cover 100% then 75% then 50% then 25% then 0 the last year.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said that we need to move quickly on this, and the committee agreed.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said this person will start in January.
Qian Zhang said that PA Downtown had sent lots of information out.
Vice-President David Fortson said the problem is that the rent is too high.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said that we can redo the ordinance.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Borough Managers report.
President James Bair asked about the Rcap email that Adam Miller had sent out.
Chris Stevens said that this is open, and it closes on September 23, 2025.  Chris said you need to rush on this, and this is big and could need a match.
President James Bair said that this is from the Commonwealth.
Chris Stevens said you could redo Weaver Park.
Code Enforcement Officer James Morris said that this goes to the governor’s office.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said that she will start on getting prices together.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on old business.
Councilman Robert Jackson mentioned about the FM Radio station and asked if we should do a second mailing, that the first one did not bring anything in.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said that this would be a waste to send out again.
Councilman Robert Jackson mentioned about the mass texting.
President James Bair said this is stalled right now and we need to have another meeting.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said the FM Radio station is done with.
Councilman Robert Jackson asked about the license.
It was mentioned to let it expire.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on new business.
The Trick or Treat night is scheduled for Friday, October 31, 2025.
The Halloween parade is scheduled for Monday, October 20, 2025.
The Christmas parade is scheduled for Saturday, December 20, 2025.
Executive Session was not called for.
After no further business, the Community Development Committee meeting was adjourned at 4:13 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
Page 2 of 2

