Huntingdon Borough Community Development Committee Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Committee meeting was held in the Borough Conference Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, October 7, 2025.
Guests present were Jennifer Clark and Gary Cramer.
Members present were President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilwoman DeeDee Brown, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Engineer Qian Zhang, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called the Community Development Committee meeting to order at 3:30 PM.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell recognized the guest present and asked for their comments.
There were no comments made by the guests present.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Grants Administrators report.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that Grannas Bros. will be milling and paving 7th Street Parking Lot.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the bid came in at around $92,000 and Grannas said that the base is not really base and there would be money saved of about $10,000 to $20,000.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the Detwiler Field for lighting is moving ahead.  Chris said this will be the 2023-2024 CDBG money and there should be enough for the library and maybe the Mifflin Street Parking Lot.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the 2025 CDBG money, where we will not receive until 2026, and we should have some left over from the other grants so that we can do something.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said we can use it towards the skate park.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said yes, and for parks and curb cuts.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that since the surveys came in for low-income families, that we have a bigger area now.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell asked if Weaver Park was in the area.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said it would be close.
Mayor Thomas Yoder asked how many years we are good with the surveys.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said 3-5 years.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said about applying for the Hamer Foundation grant after getting quotes for the bathrooms at Weaver Park.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that the Flagpole Amphitheater Restroom is being winterized.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that we need to look at siding the bathrooms at Weaver Park.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said we have not heard anything about the grant to purchase the building behind Bryan Park yet.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that Adam Miller is applying for the RCAP grant.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Strategic Business Plan update.
Borough Engineer Qian Zhang said that Luis Nunez had left GHD, and they are looking for a new person to help.
Borough Engineer Qian Zhang went over the packets that were given to Council.
Borough Engineer Qian Zhang said on October 28th, we will be talking to State College Downtown Manager.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the main topic is beautification and recreation for the downtown area.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that he should be receiving the Active Transportation Plan that will need to be approved next month.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that we had applied for a grant and had a bridge that could be removed, which crossed the Juniata River and was turned down.  Chris said we could reconfigure this and apply again.  Chris said that the trail would come from Simpson to Detwiler Field across the Juniata River.
Borough Engineer Qian Zhang said that we could think about a farm to table program.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said we need to attract businesses.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said we already support the Farmers Market.
Borough Engineer Qian Zhang said about students doing job shadowing.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said we already have small business loans at 1% interest we are working on.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Borough Managers report.
Chris Stevens said that you have already reviewed and the Economic Development Commission Ordinance that was drawn up and it is good to go.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said about going to Bedford to have a meeting with their MainStreet Manager.
It was also mentioned about going to Lewistown to meet with their MainStreet Manager also.
The committee agreed to have a couple members go to Bedford and or Lewistown to meet with their MainStreet Manager.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder said we have talked about the America250PA and the Liberty Bell.  Thomas said that Juniata College, Community State Bank and Michael Fleck have donated their $2,500 and we have not.
Thomas Yoder said this Liberty Bell will be permanent in Huntingdon Borough and should have it by the Fourth of July in 2026.
Thomas Yoder said they are waiting for their check from us.
The committee agreed to the $2,500 towards America250PA Liberty Bell.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on old business.
There was nothing reported under old business.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on new business.
Councilman Robert Jackson said that since the Water & Sewer Committee meetings only last about a half an hour, that we should make this a half hour and give Community Development an hour.
It was mentioned that the Reorganizational Meeting will be held in January 2026, and you can change things then.
Executive Session was not called for.
After no further business, the Community Development Committee meeting was adjourned at 4:11 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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