Huntingdon Borough Reorganizational Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Reorganizational meeting was held in the Borough Council Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Monday, January 5, 2026.
The guest present was Anne Walker, Borough Manager Chris Stevens, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff and Borough Secretary Richard King.
Mayor Thomas Yoder called the Reorganizational meeting to order at 7:05 PM.
Mayor Thomas Yoder gave the invocation.
Mayor Thomas Yoder presented the Pledge of Allegiance.
Borough Secretary Richard King took roll call of Borough Council, and the following were present, James Bair, David Fortson, David Wessels, DeeDee Brown, Jennifer Powell, Robert Jackson and David Quarry.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then swore in DeeDee Brown.
Mayor Thomas Yoder explained how this meeting would go.
Mayor Thomas Yoder called on nomination for President of Borough Council.
David Wessels nominated Jennifer Powell for Council President.
Robert Jackson nominated James Bair for Council President.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that we will now have a roll call vote for Jennifer Powell.
Borough Secretary Richard King then took a roll call vote for Jennifer Powell as Council President:
	James Bair			No
	David Fortson			Yes
	David Wessels		Yes
	DeeDee Brown		Yes
	Jennifer Powell		Yes
	Robert Jackson		No
	David Quarry			Yes
Borough Secretary Richard King reported that there were 5 votes for yes and 2 votes for no.
Borough Secretary Richard King reported that majority rules, and Jennifer Powell was elected as Borough Council President.
Mayor Thomas Yoder called on nominations for Vice-President of Borough Council.
David Wessels nominated David Fortson for Vice-President.
With no further nominations for Vice-President, Borough Secretary Richard King then took a roll call vote for David Fortson as Council Vice-President:
	James Bair			No
	David Fortson			Yes
	David Wessels		Yes
	DeeDee Brown		Yes
	Jennifer Powell		Yes
	Robert Jackson		Yes
	David Quarry			Yes
Borough Secretary Richard King reported that there were 6 votes for yes and 1 vote for no.
Borough Secretary Richard King reported that majority rules, and David Fortson was elected as Borough Council Vice-President.
Mayor Thomas Yoder called on nominations for President Pro-Tem of Borough Council.
President Jennifer Powell nominated David Quarry for President Pro-Tem.
With no further nominations for President Pro-Tem, Borough Secretary Richard King then took a roll call vote for David Quarry as President Pro-Tem.
	James Bair			No
	David Fortson			Yes
	David Wessels		Yes
	DeeDee Brown		Yes
	Jennifer Powell		Yes
	Robert Jackson		Yes
	David Quarry			Yes
Borough Secretary Richard King reported that there were 6 votes for yes and 1 vote for no.
Borough Secretary Richard King reported that majority rules, and David Quarry was elected as Borough Council President Pro-Tem.
Mayor Thomas Yoder congratulated all that were elected and turned the gavel over to incoming Borough Council President Jennifer Powell.
President Jennifer Powell set the day and time of the Borough Council meetings to be the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM.
President Jennifer Powell then presented her committee members assignments as follows:
	Administrative Committee
			Chairperson				James Bair
			Member				David Fortson
			Member				David Wessels
	Community Development Committee
			Chairperson				David Wessels
			Member				Robert Jackson
			Member				David Fortson
	Maintenance Committee
			Chairperson				Robert Jackson
			Member				David Quarry
			Member				James Bair
	Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee
			Chairperson				David Fortson
			Member				David Wessels
			Member				DeeDee Brown
	Public Safety Committee
			Chairperson				DeeDee Brown
			Member				David Quarry
			Member				James Bair
	Water & Sewer Committee	
			Chairperson				David Quarry
			Member				Robert Jackson
			Member				DeeDee Brown
President Jennifer Powell then set the day and time of the committee meetings.
President Jennifer Powell said the committee meeting will be held the 1st Wednesday of every month.
President Jennifer Powell then set the time of the committee meeting as follows:
	Maintenance Committee				2:00 PM
	Water & Sewer Committee				2:30 PM
	Community Development Committee		3:00 PM
	Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee	4:00 PM
	Public Safety Committee				4:30 PM
	Administrative Committee				5:00 PM
President Jennifer Powell then went over the rules for Council President, Council Vice-President and President Pro-Tem.
President Jennifer Powell went over the procedural limitations of council members.
President Jennifer Powell said that wants the meetings to run smoothly and every council member has one (1) vote.
Executive Session was not needed.
President Jennifer Powell called on any other business.
Councilmember DeeDee Brown said that she has received a lot of complaints about not being able to hear in the Borough Council room and that the speakers need to be turned on.
Councilmember David Wessels said that he will go over the system and settings.
Vice President David Fortson asked Borough Manager Chris Stevens if he would relay a message to the Maintenance Department thanking them for fixing the lighting at Portstown Park.
Councilmember DeeDee Brown said that she would like to see lights put up on the First Responders Monument.
After no further business, the Reorganizational meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King 
Borough Secretary
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