Huntingdon Borough Administrative Committee Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Administrative Committee meeting was held in the Borough Conference Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, January 6, 2026.
Members present were President Jennifer Powell, Councilman James Bair, Councilman David Quarry, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilman David Wessels, Councilwoman DeeDee Brown, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
There were no guest present for this meeting.
Chairman James Bair called the Administrative Committee meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Chairman James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder said he had nothing to report.
Chairman James Bair called on the Borough Solicitor’s report.
Richard Wilson said he had nothing to report.
Chairman James Bair called on the Borough Manager’s report.
Chris Stevens said this applies to what is under new business on the agenda.
Chris Stevens went over the amounts in the non-uniform and police retirements and said they are both doing well.
Chairman James Bair called on old business.
President Jennifer Powell asked about the Mainstreet Manager.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that we had a meeting with HCB & I and they drew up an agreement.  Chris said that he wants Rich Wilson and HCB & I solicitor to look over it and bring it back to the committee.  Chris said that HCB & I is willing to give $30,000 per year.
President Jennifer Powell said there will need to be rules that must be followed.
Councilman David Wessels said he is a board member of HCB & I and there is contractual agreement on accounting issues.  David said that they will not just give the money, but they must be invoiced to be paid.
Councilman David Wessels said that there might be projects not in the borough and this person is working on.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the solicitors will look over this before a vote is taken on the agreement and signed.
Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson said that he does not want more than seven members on the board.
President Jennifer Powell asked if we were putting ourselves at risk.
Mayor Thomas Yoder and Councilman David Wessels said no.
Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson said that Borough Council needs to enact an ordinance and set up the board members before agreement is signed.  
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that he will ask Bill Arrowood if this is the way to go with this.
Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson asked if he should go ahead and advertise the ordinance.
The committee said yes.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said that the Landmarks building at 400 Penn Street is vacant and this will be where the Mainstreet Manager is located.
Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson asked if the board members were going to have their meeting there.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the board will have their meetings here in the Borough Conference Room.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the Mainstreet Manager will also report to the Borough Manager.
Councilman James Bair asked if this person was going to be an employee of the borough.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said yes.
Councilman David Wessels said this is a roadmap to the future and asked about the exit strategies of the Borough Manager and Borough Secretary.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said for one or two years and said you will need someone for at least six months to train for Rick’s position and one year for my position.
 President Jennifer Powell said we should prepare for the end of the year.
President Jennifer Powell asked about the TextMyGov.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said we need to put a call into them and have another meeting and online training.
President Jennifer Powell said we need to pick people who will be sending out the information.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that James Bair, David Wessels and Thomas Yoder were already picked to do this.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that 911 can send for emergencies.
Chairman James Bair called on new business.
Chairman James Bair said on the agenda are two resolutions that will need approved at the Borough Council meeting and they are:
1. Approve Resolution No. 2026-01 naming John Chris Stevens as Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) for the Non-Uniform Pension Plan.

The Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-01, naming John Chris Stevens as Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) for the Non-Uniform Pension Plan.

2. Approve Resolution No. 2026-02 naming John Chris Stevens as Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) for the Police Pension Plan.

The Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-02, naming John Chris Stevens as Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) for the Police Pension Plan.

Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that these resolutions need done on a yearly basis.

Chairman James Bair said that we will need to approve the $200,000 received from the sale of the softball field to Juniata College as a match for the Hamer Foundation grant.

The Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the $200,000 received from the sale of the softball field to Juniata College as a match for the Hamer Foundation grant.

Executive Session was not called for.

After no further business, the Administrative Committee meeting was adjourned at 5:55 PM.

Minutes submitted by,


Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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