Huntingdon Borough Council Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Council meeting was held in the Borough Council Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, October 21, 2025.
The guests present were Gary Cramer, Anne Walker, Betty Quarry, David Quarry, Nathan Querry, Lesli Yingling, Jay White, and Darla White.
President James Bair called this meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
The invocation was given by Mayor Thomas Yoder.
President James Bair presented the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken and the following were present President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilwoman DeeDee Brown, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Manager Chris Stevens, and Borough Secretary Richard King.
Mayor Thomas Yoder presented the Sharen L. Gutshall Citizen of the Month Award for September and October 2025 to Jay and Darla White.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the Whites have been involved in serving our community through Meals on Wheels for over 25 years.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the following about the Whites:
· They have been involved in every aspect of this program including delivery, preparing meals, food service buyers, menu formation, client delivery rosters, and inventory.
· Jay and Darla have served on the Board of Directors and have been past president of the organization.
· They have also served on the executive committee of the Board and have done screening of new clients.
· Jay and Darla were clear with me that they didn’t want to be recognized for their services to our community, yet it is individuals like the Whites who truly make a difference for the people who live here.  We want to thank both of you for your exemplary service to Huntingdon Borough.  You truly deserve to be recognized for your hard work and dedication to Meals on Wheels.
President James Bair recognized the guests present and asked for their comments.
Lesli Yingling of 605 6th Street said she was there to talk about the property at 607 6th Street, that the rain spout gutter is hanging down.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that we are in the process and have contacted the owner about this.  Chris said that the contractor needs to place a ladder on her property and sign a paper.
Lesli Yingling said the rain spout gutter is banging against her window.
Councilman Robert Jackson asked that since this rain spout gutter is hanging down, are you getting water coming from the roof of this property.
Lesli Yingling said yes that it was going into her basement.
President James Bair called on the review and act on the minutes of the following meetings:
· Borough Council Meeting – September 16, 2025
· Maintenance Committee Meeting – October 7, 2025
· Water & Sewer Committee Meeting – October 7, 2025
· Community Development Committee Meeting – October 7, 2025
· Public Safety Committee Meeting – October 7, 2025
· Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee Meeting – October 7, 2025
· Administrative Committee Meeting – October 7, 2025
A motion was made to approve the meeting minutes by Vice-President David Fortson and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the approval of payment of October 2025 bills.
A motion was made to approve the payments of the October 2025 bills by Councilman Robert Jackson and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the approval of September 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts.
A motion was made to approve the September 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the committee reports.
President James Bair called on the Maintenance Committee report.
Chairman Terry Green reported that the Maintenance Committee recommends a motion to approve the payment of Application #6 to WSL Inc. in the amount of $42,764.88 for the Amphitheater Restroom project.
A motion was made to approve the payment of Application #6 to WSL Inc. in the amount of $42,764.88 for the Amphitheater Restroom project by Councilman Robert Jackson and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the Water & Sewer Committee report.
Chairman Robert Jackson said he had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Community Development Committee report.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said she had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Public Safety Committee report.
Chairwoman DeeDee Brown thanked the Police Department for their excellent service.
President James Bair called on the Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee report.
Chairman David Fortson said he had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Administrative Committee report.
Chairman James Bair said he had nothing to report.
Executive Session was not called for.
President James Bair called on old business.
There was nothing reported under old business.
President James Bair called on new business.
There was nothing reported under new business.
President James Bair called on the Presidents report.
President James Bair said that we have changed the Trick or Treat night that was to be held on Friday, October 31st to be held on Wednesday, October 29th.  James said that this was due to the possibility of the Huntingdon Bearcats Football game would be a home field game.  James said that if we kept Trick or Treat on the 31st, that this would overextend our police officers, ambulance personnel and fire personnel.
President James Bair thanked all the committees, police, fire and ambulance personnel.
President James Bair said that he was pleased with the turnout of the Huntingdon Halloween Parade.  James thanked the fire department and Huntingdon Moose Lodge #223 for sponsoring this event and thanked everyone that had helped with this.
President James Bair reported that the Christmas Parade will be held on Saturday, December 20th.
President James Bair called on the Chief of Police report.
Chief Charles Streightiff reported on the robbery at Puff-N-Snuff and said that we are working on this.
Chief Charles Streightiff said there was a lot of gratitude to the officers that had responded to this.
Chief Charles Streightiff said there is an uptick in thefts to be sure to lock your doors.
Chief Charles Streightiff said that Huntingdon House on Wednesday, October 22nd, at 7 PM will be hosting a Domestic Violence Awareness event at Juniata College.
Chief Charles Steightiff said that he had received from the Blair County Chaplain Platoon 5 Life Vac Units. Charles said these units help to remove large objects from someone’s throat.
President James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then reported on the following:
· Jim Bair, DeeDee Brown and he attended the Huntingdon County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Awards Gala at Trophy Mountain Lodge.  It is always a wonderful event celebrating the people who are making a difference in our community.  Our own councilwoman, Mrs. DeeDee Brown was given an award for her exemplary service to the Huntingdon Community.
· He was the celebrity bartender at the Moose Lodge on Wednesday, September 24th.  It was a great night meeting and working with some amazing people there.  We raised over $400 for the Borough flower fund at this event.  The moose is a great supporter of our community.
· The Borough is one of four sponsors for the America250PA Liberty Bell, which every county in Pennsylvania will have for this celebration.  It will be decorated by local artist Matt Speck, who also created the mural in Bryan Park.  After moving around the county during the 2026 celebration, the bell will have a permanent home here in Huntingdon Borough.
· Octoberfest was a great success this year thanks to Christa McGeary and her great organizational skills and marketing expertise.  The event had more vendors than ever before and a gigantic attendance.  We were happy to see many Juniata College alumni, parents, and students who were in town for their homecoming celebration.
· On Monday, October 13th, I was given an extensive behind the scenes tour of the East Broad Top Railroad in Rockhill Furnace.  This wonderful historic railroad destination will continue to draw tourists to our region and build an ever-stronger economy for our county.
· Last night’s Halloween Parade was very well attended and showed people, teams, and volunteers from around the region.  It’s always a wonderful evening in the Borough.
· Today the Borough met with Michele Ivory from Senator Judy Wards office to discuss possible funding and grants for various Borough projects.  Michele is a great asset and is always willing to help whenever she can.
· Don’t forget to mark your calendar for our annual Christmas Tree Lighting event on Friday, November 28th, from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  There will be reindeer, a petting zoo, carriage rides, local entertainment, and of course Santa Claus.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell asked if she had mentioned about Judy Ward being placed on a new committee and did, she mention anything about training on Economic Development.
President James Bair called on the Borough Engineers report.
President James Bair said that council had received the engineers report by email.
President James Bair called on the Borough Solicitors report.
Richard Wilson said that he had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Borough Managers report.
Chris Stevens said that the 7th Street Parking Lot had been milled, paved and line painting done and is now complete.
After no further business, the Borough Council meeting was adjourned at
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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