Huntingdon Borough Community Development Committee Meeting

The Huntingdon Borough Community Development Committee meeting was held in the Borough Conference Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, November 4, 2025.
The guest present were Jennifer Clark and Gary Cramer.
Present by Teams meeting were Jonathan Linkus and Yosef Yip from GHD.
The members present were President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilwoman DeeDee Brown, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Engineer Qian Zhang, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called the Community Development Committee meeting to order at 3:30 PM.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell recognized the guest present and asked for their comments.
There were no comments made by the guest present.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Grants Administrators report.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said we are still waiting on the Bryan Park building grant.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said we have put in for an Ambulance and Police vehicle grant.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that Grannas Bros. has to vac to storm drains and place 2 signs.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the Detwiler Field lighting bids should be going out soon.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said the engineers are working on the Mifflin Street Parking Lot drawings.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Strategic Business Plan report.
Qian Zhang introduced Jonathan Linkus and Yosef Yip and asked them to introduce themselves.
Yosef Yip then went over his slide shown on the screen with the committee.
Jonathan Linkus said he is working on a market study analysis, sites, and development.
Qian Zhang then asked the committee to introduce themselves.
Qian Zhang said that on November 6, 2025, they will be talking to the State College Director.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the Borough Managers report.
Chris Stevens said he had approved a building permit for 606 Washington Street, where they are going to remodel for retail space and not offices.
Chris Stevens said that we have met with Juniata College, and they had mentioned a Main Street Manager being downtown and said they are interested in a building that this office could be located in.  Chris said they are actively interested in the downtown area and wanting façade grants.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said that she is meeting WSL Inc. at Weaver Park to go over the bathrooms and to get a quote.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder said the flowers downtown will be taken down Wednesday and said that we will be leaving the hooks up.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on old business.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell asked if we should talk about the Main Street Manager now or wait until the Administrative Committee meeting.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that he talked to HCB&I on this and gave the funding grant amounts we would get.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said he would like a contract with HCB&I for reimbursement to the borough.  Chris said that this would be better working with DCED.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said you would need to finalize a board and go by Rich Wilsons recommendations that he had submitted to us.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said that he had prepared 2 budgets, 1 without a millage increase and 1 with a millage increase and this has the Main Street Manager position in it.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said this person would be a borough employee and will not belong in the union.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell called on new business.
President James Bair said that on November 11, 2025 there will be a ribbon cutting at the American Legion and wants some council members present.  This will be for the elevator they put in.
Borough Engineer Qian Zhang said for the downtown boundary, do we want to add Portstown Park.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said yes, and we should add the dog park.
Vice-President David Fortson said that he was told that a representative was trying to get the Railroad Tressel as part of the walking trail.
After no further business, the Community Development Committee meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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