HUNTINGDON BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

The Huntingdon Borough Council meeting was held in the Borough Council Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, November 18, 2025.
The guest present were Gary Cramer, Jennifer Clark, Betty Quarry, David Quarry, Joyce Hoffman, Marian Kidd, Linda Swoope, Susan Quinn, Lois Kyper, Susan Sieber, Anne Walker and Kathi McCardle.
President James Bair called the Borough Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
The invocation was given by Mayor Thomas Yoder.
 President James Bair presented the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken and the following members were present, President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilman Terry Green, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
Mayor Thomas Yoder presented the Sharen L. Gutshall Citizen of the Month Award for November 2025 to Lois Kyper and the Standing Stone Garden Club.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then spoke on the Garden Club by saying the following:
· The garden club works enthusiastically to make Huntingdon a beautiful welcoming community for locals and visitors alike.
· The club plants and maintains the flowers at the Welcome to Huntingdon sign in Portstown Park, at the Standing Stone Monument on Williams Smith Street, and at Merchants Park on 6th Street.
· The Club presented a large decorative planter in front of the Courthouse and maintains it, as well as a small rose garden at First National Bank.
· In the spring, the club will begin to plant and maintain the Rose Garden at 8th and Mifflin Street, which is very visible and will be a great asset to our downtown.
· Each Christmas season, the club decorates the McMurtrie House and presents the Festival of Trees at the Huntingdon County Historical Society.  This event has become an important part of the holiday celebration in Huntingdon.
· The Standing Stone Garden Club has been making a beautiful difference in our community for many years.  Thank you for your outstanding service to Huntingdon Borough; we all appreciate your continued efforts.
President James Bair recognized the guest present and asked for their comments.
There were no comments made by the guest present.
President James Bair called on the review and act on the minutes of the following meetings:
· Borough Council Meeting – October 21, 2025
· Maintenance Committee Meeting – November 4, 2025
· Water & Sewer Committee Meeting – November 4, 2025
· Community Development Committee Meeting – November 4, 2025
· Public Safety Committee Meeting – November 4, 2025
· Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee Meeting – November 4, 2025
· Administrative Committee Meeting – November 4, 2025
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to approve the above meeting minutes and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the approval of the payment of November 2025 bills.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell to approve the payment of November 2025 bills and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the approval of October 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts.
A motion was made by Councilman Robert Jackson to approve the October 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts and second was made by Councilman Terry Green.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the Committee reports.
President James Bair called on the Maintenance Committee report.
Chairman Terry Green said he had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Water & Sewer Committee report.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported that the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to approve the Water & Sewer Authority recommendation for a water rate increase of 1.5 percents and a sewer rate increase of 11 percent and to approve Resolution No. 2025-10 pertaining to this effect.
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to approve the Water & Sewer Authority recommendation for a water rate increase of 1.5 percent and a sewer rate increase of 11 percent and to approve Resolution No. 2025-10 pertaining to this effect and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
David Quarry asked what the average cost of this would be.
Borough Manager Chris Stevens said it would be around $7.00.
Chairman Robert Jackson said he wanted to recognize the Water & Sewer Authority for the job they do for keeping our water and sewer rates where they should be.
President James Bair called on the Community Development Committee report.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said she had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Public Safety Committee report.
Councilman Terry Green said that Chairwoman DeeDee Brown had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee report.
Chairman David Fortson said he had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Administrative Committee report.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2025-995 amending Chapter 15, Section 15-907 to designate stop intersections and the placement of stop signs at the intersection of Susquehanna Avenue at Ninth Street and the intersection at Susquehanna Avenue at Tenth Street.
A motion was made by Councilman Robert Jackson to approve Ordinance No. 2025-995 amending Chapter 15, Section 15-907 to designate stop intersections and the placement of stop signs at the intersection of Susquehanna Avenue on Ninth Street and the intersection of Susquehanna Avenue at Tenth Street and second was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell.  Motion Carried.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-11, a Statewide Local Share Assessment Grant of $349,906.00 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority for the purchase of an Ambulance and Police vehicle.
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to approve Resolution No. 2025-11, a Statewide Local Share Assessment Grant of $349,906.00 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority for the purchase of an Ambulance and Police vehicle and second was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell.  Motion Carried.
Executive Session was not called for.
President James Bair called on old business.
There was nothing reported under old business.
President James Bair called on new business.
There was nothing reported under new business.
President James Bair called on the President’s report.
President James Bair thanked all the borough employees and said that we have outstanding departments.  James thanked the Police, Ambulance, Fire Company and 911 Dispatchers for the job they do every day.
President James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the following:
· The Halloween Parade was a great success as always.  Chief Streightiff and I enjoyed walking and handing out candy to the kids along the parade route.
· The Borough met with representatives from Juniata College, Jim Watt and Katie Dickey, to discuss some exciting new plans for Downtown Huntingdon.
· Those of us running for election in November were invited to Juniata College by Professor Charlotte Ridge to interact with students and to answer questions.  There was pizza and lots of good conversation at the event.
· On Wednesday, November 5th the Project Bloomtown members took down the hanging baskets for the winter.  Many thanks go out to Pam Grugan and her team.  The chrysanthemums were exceptionally beautiful this year.
· On Thursday, November 6th, the Borough met on Zoom with GHD Engineers working on our Strategic Business Plan and the Downtown State College Director, Lee Anne Jefferies, to discuss and collaborate on ideas and strategies for downtown improvements.  It was a very worthwhile discussion.
· I attended a virtual DCNR (Department of Conservation & Natural Resources) grant workshop on November 6th as the Borough continues to look for innovative ways to fund projects for our community.
· The Veteran’s Day Parade was held on Saturday, November 8th.  It’s always wonderful to honor those who have served our great country.
· We have a number of events coming up in the Borough:
Holiday Tree Lighting/Bryan Park
-Friday, November 28th from 5:00 to 9:00 PM – Santa, Reindeer, petting zoo, local entertainment, carriage rides & vendors.
Operation Fill a Cruiser/Huntingdon Borough Police Department
-Friday, November 28th all day – Huntingdon Borough Office at 530 Washington Street – Collecting toys for those in need – help us to fill a cruiser.
Gingerbread Display Contest/Tastes of Home Bakery
-Friday, November 28th – Entry Drop off Friday, November 28th from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM – Prizes will be announced at the tree lighting – On display in the Bakery windows throughout the holiday season.
Hometown Holiday Celebration/Standing Stone Garden Club
-At the Huntingdon County Historical Society – Friday, December 5th from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM – Saturday, December 6th from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM – Magical woodland, Christmas displays, greens for sale, crafts & baked goods.
Holiday Home Decorating Contest/Theme: O Holy Night
-Decorate by December 6th/4 Prizes – Winners announced December 20th.
4th Annual Parking Meter Decorating Contest
-Contest Area: 400, 500, 600 & 700 Blocks of Washington Street – Interested in Participating: Sign-up from now until Friday, November 21st – Vote for your Favorites beginning Friday, November 28th through Saturday, December 20th – Prizes to be Announced on Monday, December 22nd on the Borough of Huntingdon Facebook page.

President James Bair called on the Borough Engineers report.

Report has been received from the engineer.

President James Bair called on the Borough Solicitors report.

Richard Wilson said he had nothing to report.

President James Bair called on the Borough Managers report.

Chris Stevens said he wanted to thank our 2 newest grant writers, Mayor Thomas Yoder for the trails and Councilwoman Jennifer Powell for Weaver Park.

Jennifer Clark asked how much we were paying them.

Chris Stevens said they were not being paid for this and the only pay they receive is for being a Councilperson.

After no further business, the Borough Council meeting was adjourned at 7:16 PM.

Minutes submitted by,



Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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