Huntingdon Borough Council Meeting Minutes

The Huntingdon Borough Council meeting was held in the Borough Council Room, 530 Washington Street, Huntingdon, PA on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.
The guest present were Joseph Meyash, Gary Cramer, Ron Gearhart, Twila Gearhart, Sherri Border, Betty Quarry, David Quarry, Tim Furlong, Jamie Brown, Helen Walter, Sherri Shaffer, Janice Hoover, Michelle Scavone, Take Note Choir, Mike Colvin, Owen Peachey and Kenzie Sharpless.
Huntingdon Borough Police Officers present were Brent Kagarise and Family, Justin Franks, Shaun McCready, Dustin Border and Family, Corey Stuller, Rhett Stetchock, Izac Benson, Dorian Conrad, Dakota Walter, and Brooke Colledge.
President James Bair called the Borough Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Mayor Thomas Yoder gave the invocation.
President James Bair presented the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken and the following members were present, President James Bair, Vice-President David Fortson, Councilman Robert Jackson, Councilman David Wessels, Councilwoman Jennifer Powell, Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson, Mayor Thomas Yoder, Chief of Police Charles Streightiff, Borough Manager Chris Stevens and Borough Secretary Richard King.
President James Bair called on the mayor for his presentations.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said at this time, I would like to introduce Deb Hickes and the Take Note group who will bring a little Christmas Joy to our meeting tonight.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said the Sharen L Gutshall Citizen of the Month Award for December 2025 is presented to the women’s singing group Take Note, who are celebrating their 12th year.
Mayor Thomas Yoder said this group spreads joy and happiness throughout Huntingdon all year round with their wonderful, often interactive, concerts.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then proceeded to say the following about Take Note:
· At their December 7th concert, they incorporated old photos of Downtown Huntingdon at Christmastime, which was such a treat for the audience.
· They are instrumental in raising money to support organizations in the community, most recently they raised $855.00 for new band uniforms for the Marching Bearcats.
· Each year Take Note braves the cold and performs at the Borough’s Christmas Tree Lighting event.
· This is the third year in a row that they have brought the Christmas spirit to our December Borough Council meeting.
· Take Note is an amazing group of dedicated women who are making a difference in our community one concert at a time.  Their motto is we sing for fun and those beautiful voices echo peace and joy throughout the Huntingdon community.  Thank You.
Take Note then presented 2 Christmas songs to all present.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then presented the Wanda Meyash Outstanding Citizen of the Year Award for 2025 to our own DeeDee Brown and said the following:
· She is the embodiment of volunteerism, dedicated service, and an amazing unstoppable work ethic.
· DeeDee currently serves on Huntingdon Borough council and served as the mayor for eight years.  The projects she has spearheaded are many and can be seen throughout the Borough.  DeeDee can often be found working in the Gateway Garden near the entrance to town, even on the hottest days of summer.  Her love and dedication to Huntingdon Borough is admirable.
· DeeDee’s commitment to the community doesn’t stop with the Borough.  She has devoted more than twenty years to the Salvation Army, including over a decade as treasurer.
· She has served at least six terms on the board of the Huntingdon County Chamber of Commerce and was the treasurer many of those years.
· DeeDee is also an active member of the Huntingdon County Planning Commission.
· DeeDee’s dedication extends to honoring our veterans, police, and first responders.  She collaborated with the American Legion to create the First Responders Monument at Portstown Park, a powerful tribute featuring Huntingdon Borough’s original fire bell and bricks from Bryan Street.
· DeeDee, thank you for your outstanding service to Huntingdon.  You have made significant contributions to our community over the years, and we are all very grateful to you.
President James Bair called on the Chief of Police for his presentations.
Charles Streightiff said first he had a good Samaritan Award to present and said the Citizen Valor Award is proudly presented to Kenzie Sharpless.
Charles Streightiff said in recognition of your courageous and selfless intervention during a domestic violence incident, ensuring the victims’ safety and stopping further harm.  Your actions embody true community heroism and reflect the highest stands of compassion and civic responsibility.
Charles Streightiff said he had two Letter of Commendations to present.
Charles Streightiff said on behalf of the Huntingdon Borough Police Department, I wish to commend Corporal Justin Franks and Officer Corey Stuller for their quick and selfless actions during a recent emergency incident.
Charles Streightiff said on October 30, 2025, 911 received a report of a garage fire at a residence within the Borough.  Corporal Franks, who was on duty at the time, immediately responded to the scene.  Officer Stuller, though off duty, also responded upon learning of the situation.  Upon arrival, both officers encountered heavy smoke coming from an attached garage of a residence.
Through their decisive and courageous actions, Corporal Franks and Officer Stuller acted quickly to assess the situation and take measures that prevented the fire from spreading, thereby avoiding further property damage and the potential loss of the home.  Their willingness to act-especially Officer Stuller’s response while off duty- demonstrates exceptional dedication to duty, professionalism, and service to our community.
Charles Steightiff said their efforts reflect great credit upon themselves and the Huntingdon Borough Police Department.  Both officers went beyond the call of duty, embodying the commitment, courage, and sense of service that define the very best of law enforcement.
Charles Streightiff said it is with great pride that I present this Letter of Commendation in recognition of their outstanding performance and dedication to the safety and well-being of the citizens of Huntingdon Borough.
Charles Streightiff said next will be a swearing in of Officer Walter by Mayor Thomas Yoder.
Charles Streightiff said that tonight’s swearing-in of Officer Dakota Walter is more than the addition of a new badge to our ranks-it represents a continued commitment to service, integrity, and the safety of the Huntingdon Borough community.  Each time we welcome a new officer, we strengthen our department with fresh dedication, renewed purpose, and the shared responsibility of upholding the values and tradition of the profession.
Charles Steightiff said that Officer Walter has chosen a career of service that demands courage, accountability, and compassion.  By taking this oath, he joins a team that stands together in protecting our residents, supporting one another, and serving with professionalism every day.  This moment signifies trust-trust placed in Officer Walter by this department, by Borough leadership, and by the community we are sworn to serve.
We are proud to welcome Officer Dakota Walter to the Huntingdon Borough Police Department and look forward to the contributions he will make as he begins this important journey.
Charles Streightiff then read the bio of Officer Walter.
Dakota Walter graduated from Claysburg Kimmel High School in 2015, entered active-duty Air Force in early 2017.  Walter served 6 years at Tinker AFB, OK then transitioned to the Air Force reserves in 2023 where he is currently still serving in Pittsburgh.  Walter deployed to the Midde East twice.  Walter enjoys the outdoors, hunting, fishing and spending time with friends and family.
Charles Streightiff said that Officer Walter was already sworn in by Mayor Yoder upon his return from deployment.  We are taking this opportunity this evening to do the “pomp and circumstance” and introduce Officer Walter to the Council and the public.
Mayor Thomas Yoder then gave Officer Dakota Walter the oath.
Helen Walter, Dakota’s mom, then pinned his badge on him.
Charles Streightiff said he had two promotions to present tonight.
Charles Streightiff said good evening, it is truly an honor for me, as Chief of Police, to stand before you tonight to recognize the promotion of Detective Dustin Border and Detective Brent Kagarise to the rank of Corporal with the Huntingdon Borough Police Department.  These promotions reflect their dedication, professionalism, and commitment to service, and I am proud to acknowledge their continued leadership and service to our department and the Huntingdon community.
Charles Streightiff then gave the bio of Detective Dustin Border.
Dustin was born and raised in Huntingdon.  Dustin graduated from Huntingdon Area School District in 2004.  Dustin graduated from IUP Police Academy in 2014.  Dustin started his career with Mount Union Borough Police Department and served there for approximately 2 years.  Dustin has been with HPD for approximately 10 years.  Dustin has served as Detective for over 2 years and is now looking forward to serving the department in the new Corporal rule.
Dustin’s father then pinned his Corporal Badge on him.
Charles Streightiff then gave the bio of Detective Brent Kagarise.
Brent is a 20-year veteran with the Huntingdon Borough Police Department.  Brent has been serving as a Detective for approximately 5 years and has over 25 years in Law enforcement.  Brent is also a firearms instructor, as well as a Taser Instructor for our Department.
Brent’s father then pinned his Corporal Badge on him.
President James Bair recognized the guest present and asked for their comments.
There were no comments made by the guest present.
President James Bair called on the review and act on the minutes of the following meetings:
· Borough Council Meeting – November 18, 2025
· Maintenance Committee Meeting – December 2, 2025
· Water & Sewer Committee Meeting – December 2, 2025
· Community Development Committee Meeting – December 2, 2025
· Public Safety Committee Meeting – December 2, 2025
· Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee Meeting – December 2, 2025
· Administrative Committee Meeting – December 2, 2025
A motion was made by Councilman Robert Jackson to approve the above minutes and second was made by Vice-President David Fortson.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called for the approval of payment of the December 2025 bills.
A motion was made by Councilman Robert Jackson to approve the payment of the December 2025 bills and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called for approval of the November 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell to approve the November 2025 Financial Statements for all borough accounts and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the Committee reports.
President James Bair called on the Maintenance Committee report.
There was no report given.
President James Bair called on the Water & Sewer Committee report.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to approve the bid from Univar for DelPAC 1525, 8,800 gallons at $4.20 per gallon for a total price of $36,960.00 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell to approve the bid from Univar for DelPAC 1525, 8,800 gallons at $4.20 per gallon for a total cost of $39,960.00 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to approve the bid from Univar for DelPAC 2020, 26,000 gallons at $3.56 per gallon for a total price of $92,560.00 for the Water Treatment Facility.
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve the bid from Univar for DelPAC 2020, 26,000 gallons at $3.56 per gallon for a total price of $92,560.00 for the Water Treatment Facility and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to approve the bid from Brenntag Northeast for Methanol, 30,000 gallons at $1.98 per gallon for a total price of $59,400.00 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.
A motion was made by Vice-President David Fortson to approve the bid from Brenntag Northeast for Methanol, 30,000 gallons at $1.98 per gallon for a total price of $59,400 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson reported the Water & Sewer Committee recommends a motion to approve the quote of $1,767.50 from Control System 21 for the UPS Facility Annual Preventive Maintenance Agreement for the Water Treatment Facility.
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve the quote of $1,767.50 from Control System 21 for the UPS Facility Annual Preventive Maintenance Agreement for the Water Treatment Facility and second was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell.  Motion Carried.
Chairman Robert Jackson wished everyone happy holidays.
Chairman Robert Jackson said this would have been Terry Green’s last meeting, but he is not present.  Robert said that Terry would be missed not being here.
President James Bair called on Community Development Committee report.
Chairwoman Jennifer Powell said she had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Public Safety Committee report.
Chairwoman DeeDee Brown said she had nothing to report.
President James Bair called on the Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee report.
Chairman David Fortson reported that the Parks, Recreation & Public Property Committee recommends a motion to approve Roy Wilson’s Eagle Scout Project at no cost to the borough to install a bike mechanical station, where people can repair their bikes if needed and to place a map of the trails to ride.
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve Roy Wilson’s Eagle Scout Project at no cost to the borough to install a bike mechanical station, where people can repair their bikes if needed and to place a map of the trails to ride and second was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown.  Motion Carried.
President James Bair called on the Administrative Committee report.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the 2026 budget as follows:
Account				Income				Expense
General Fund				$4,264,859.10			$4,264,859.10
Water Fund				$3,107,815.00			$3,107,815.00
Sewer Fund				$3,771,069.48			$3,771,069.48
Liquid Fuels Fund			$    314,580.09			$    314,580.09
Cemetery Fund			$       66,725.00			$       66,725.00
Isett Pool				$    152.100.00  			$    152,100.00
Total Budget				$11,677,148.67			$11,677,148.67
A motion was made by Councilman Robert Jackson to approve the 2026 budget and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2025-996 on Fixing and Levying the tax rate for the fiscal year commencing on January 1, 2026.
A motion was made by Council David Wessels to approve Ordinance No. 2025-996 on Fixing and Levying the tax rate for the fiscal yar commencing on January 1, 2026 and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-12 establishing fees to be charged for various licenses, permits and services to be effective January 1, 2026.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Jennifer Powell to approve Resolution No. 2025-12 establishing fees to be charged for various licenses, permits and services to be effective January 1, 2026 and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk216871311]Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2025-997 amending its Non-Uniform Pension Plan administered by the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement system pursuit to Article IV of the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Law; agreeing to be bound by all provisions of the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Law as amended and as applicable to member municipalities.
A motion was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown to approve Ordinance No. 2025-997 amending its Non-Uniform Pension Plan administered by the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement system pursuit to Article IV of the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Law; agreeing to be bound by all provisions of the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Law as amended and as applicable to member municipalities and second was made by Councilman David Wessels.  Motion Carried.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-13 Huntingdon County Hazard Mitigation Plan.
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve Resolution No. 2025-13 Huntingdon County Hazard Mitigation Plan and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk216870487]Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the appointments of Boards, Commissions and Authorities as follows:
· Huntingdon Ambulance Authority – Thomas Yoder
· Civil Service Commission – Daniel Varner
· Water & Sewer Authority – Thomas Guisler
· Zoning Hearing Board – Thomas Guisler
A motion was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown to approve the appointments of the above Boards, Commissions and Authority and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the administrative appointments as follows:
· Borough Manager Chris Stevens
· Borough Secretary Richard King
· Borough Solicitor Richard Wilson
· Borough Treasurer Cheryl Shope
· Borough Code Enforcement Officer Chris Stevens
· Borough Zoning Officer Chris Stevens
· Borough Right-to-Know Officer Chris Stevens
· Borough Vacancy Board James Grace
· Riverview Cemetery Superintendent Travis Gutshall
· EMA Coordinator Shaun Magill
· Depository of Borough Funds – Mid Penn Bank and Kish Bank
· Sewer Enforcement Officer – James Catanese
· Health Officer Richard Buza
A motion was made by Councilwoman DeeDee Brown to approve the administrative appointments listed above and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
· Borough Engineer is to TBD after a meeting with the 3 Engineering Firms picked from the RFPs.
Chairman James Bair reported the Administrative Committee recommends a motion to approve the January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028 Non-Uniform Contract.
A motion was made by Councilman David Wessels to approve the January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028 Non-Uniform Contract and second was made by Councilman Robert Jackson.  Motion Carried.
Executive Session was not called for.
President James Bair called on old business.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said that the mayor and her had a meeting with the Hamer Foundation.  Jennifer said that they want us to show that we will also be putting some money into this project.
Councilwoman Jennifer Powell said that she has typed up letter to hand out for support and donations to be received.
President James Bair called on new business.
President James Bair reported that the Reorganizational meeting will be held on Monday, January 5, 2026 at 7:00 PM.
President James Bair reported that the committee meeting will be held that Tuesday at their regular scheduled times as in 2025.
President James Bair called on the President’s report.
James Bair thanked the Police Department for the fantastic job they are doing.  James thanks all of the borough employees and the things they do to save the residents money.
James Bair spoke about the tree lighting and the time that it took to put these lights up downtown.
James Bair spoke on the 911 Dispatch employees and the dignity and pride they have.
James Bair thanked the fire company and the ambulance division for the job they do.
James Bair thanked the mayor for the job he does all year round.
James Bair thanked Chris Stevens and Rick King for the job they do and said it is appreciated.
James Bair thanks Borough Council and said it was a pleasure working with them.
James Bair said that council will be adding Dave Quarry.
James Bair thanked Terry Green and said that Terry has knowledge of this borough, and we can call him if he is needed.
James Bair wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Years.
President James Bair called on the Chief of Police report.
Charles Streightiff wished everyone a safe and joyous holiday season.
Charles Streightiff thanked Borough Council and the community for their support.
Charles Streightiff recognized Officer Conrad, School Resource Officer, for his working with the students.
Charles Streightiff said that the metered area downtown is free parking until January 2, 2026.
Charles Streightiff said that the Street Sweeping and maintenance parking will be free from December 20, 2025 through January 2, 2026.
Charles Streightiff reminded everyone of the Christmas Parade this Saturday.
President James Bair encourage the residents to come to the parade and said that the fire company in McConnellstown will be hosting a breakfast with Santa from 8:00 AM till 11:00 AM.
President James Bair called on the mayor’s report.
Thomas Yoder said that he had a swearing in to do of a Huntingdon Regional Fire & Rescue Fire Police member and then gave Mike Colvin his Oath of Office.
President James Bair called on the Borough Engineer’s report.
Borough Engineer was not present for this meeting.
President James Bair called on the Borough Solicitor’s report.
Richard Wilson wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
Richard Wilson said it was an honor to be Huntingdon Borough’s Solicitor and he appreciates this.
President James Bair called on the Borough Manager’s report.
Chris Stevens thanked Borough Council and said to remember that the Christmas Luncheon is this Friday at Noon.
Vice-President David Fortson then wished everyone a safe and happy holidays.
After no further business, the Borough Council meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.
Minutes submitted by,

Richard S. King
Borough Secretary
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